CHAPTER XXTII

GIOVANNI DELLE BANDE NERE AND MARIA SALVIATI

GIOVANNI DELLE BANDE NERE

Born 1498  Died 1520

THE life of Giovanni delle Bande Nere, the only soldier of
the Medici family, comes like a refreshing wind from another
sphere in the midst of all the diplomacy, crnh, and ignoble
scheming of the times of Leo X, Clement VII, Fiancis I, and
Charles V, which is the period in which his short life was
passed.

The only child of Giovanni de Medici and his wife, Cather-
ine Sforza, he was born in Foili on the 6th April 1498, and
when about a year and a half old was sent away by his mother
from Forli (then about to be attacked) to Florence, to the
charge of his uncle, Lorenzo. When he was three years old his
mother arrived at Florence from her imprisonment at Rome,
and Giovanni returned to her care; and his earliest recol-
lections must have been those of the villa of Castello, with its
stiff and formal garden and adjacent woods. When about
eight years old he was sent by his mother to the convent of
the Annalena, where he was kept in hiding, disguised as a girl,
like another Achilles. After about a year he returned to his
mother's care, living with her at the villa of Castello, and being
entirely trained by her. As a boy he cared for nothing but
riding, swimming, and manly exercises, and was difficult to
manage, being fiery and headstrong, though he showed an
affectionate and generous nature. He was the joy of his
mother's heart, as she saw in him one such as her own an-
cestors had been; and she was never tired of expatiating on
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